
Pre-AP/Honors English Ninth Grade 
Summer Reading Requirements 2026-2027 School Year 

Ms. Wicklund | awicklund@victory.com 
 

*The intention behind summer reading is to encourage continued scholarly study between school years as 
well as promote literacy engagement. If emailing questions over the summer, you must include a parent or 
guardian in the email; otherwise, I’m unable to respond. 
 
Summer Reading 
​ Read Metamorphosis by Frank Kafka—assignment should be completed by Wed., August 19 
​ Read an independent novel selection—project should be completed by Wed., August 19 
 

1.​ Assignment for Metamorphosis by Frank Kafka 
Read this novella and take notes over character, setting, plot, and thematic ideas in a 

composition notebook. You will have an objective quiz on this novella during the first full week 
of school and will need these notes to help you review. We will also conduct discussions and 
write a prose over the contents of this novella for which you will be able to utilize your notes. 
Inclusion of cited quotes is encouraged, but the majority should be your own words. Notes should 
be handwritten; any typed notes will not be accepted. Example is included below. 

 
2.​ Project for Independent Novel Selection 

Read an independent fictional novel that interests you and then complete a magazine 
project over the novel’s content. Refer to the next page for more specific directions and an 
example submission. Final products must be printed and submitted in class on the due date; 
online submissions will not be accepted. 

 
**You will need a notebook (preferably a composition-style notebook) for this class. This notebook will 
remain in the classroom throughout both semesters and be used solely for English assignments. 
 
***Independent fictional novel selections must have a minimum of 200 pages and contain content 
equivalent to a Pre-AP/Honors level; comic books, graphic novels, and children’s books are not 
applicable. Avoid choosing a novel that’s already been read through school or otherwise and exclude  
Lord of the Flies by William Golding and Animal Farm by George Orwell as we’ll read these in class 
during the first semester. 
 
I expect the following in all of your writing: 

●​ proofread for correct conventions (punctuation, capitalization, spelling) 
●​ absolute originality of thought—avoid using artificial intelligence (AI) of any sort or other 

resources outside of the novella/novel unless otherwise directed; you are capable 
 
 
 
****Timeliness, organization, neatness, and completeness are signs of a responsible Pre-AP/Honors 

student and will impact your grade. 



Independent Novel Magazine Project  
 
After reading your novel selection, create an engaging magazine that presents and, at times, analyzes the 
content of the book. As your final product should resemble a real magazine, digital websites such as 
Canva are a phenomenal free resource that provide modifiable templates. While an example is provided 
below, formatting is not contained to the example; be creative. Note that in the example’s table of 
contents, sections 5-8 have been reduced to one, and sections 9-10 are altered.  

The magazine should include all of the following elements: 

➢​ Cover Page 
Incorporate the book title and author, student’s name, due date, class name, and title of 

magazine. 
 
➢​ Table of Contents 

Include a table of contents listing each section with a brief description. Your magazine 
should be neat, organized, and easy to follow. 

 
➢​ Setting  

Explain the setting of your novel. Items may include but are not limited to time period, 
physical setting, social environment, or potential changes of setting. 

 
➢​ Plot  

Deliver a clear summary of the novel’s plot. A summary is in your own words, so avoid 
using any direct quotes. Include the following: exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, 
and resolution. Note: depending on your novel, certain items may be excluded.  

 
➢​ Protagonist and Antagonist Analysis 

Identify the protagonist’s and antagonist’s defining qualities, major decisions, and how he 
or she changes throughout the novel (if change occurs). What are their motivations? Faults? 
Strengths? Do you agree with his or her actions? 

 
➢​ Author’s Purpose  

Research the author of your novel. Based on your findings and your inferences while 
reading, what do you think the author’s intentions were behind writing this novel? What message 
did he or she hope to convey? Do you feel like it was successful? Worthwhile?  

 
➢​ Biblical Worldview 

Choose either a specific event from the novel or the novel as a whole. Does it align with 
or challenge biblical values/principles? What does God’s Word have to say? Ask the Holy Spirit. 

 
➢​ Editorial  

Argue why you believe that your selection is a legitimate choice for a Pre-AP/Honors 
reading. This portion is strictly opinion-based.  




























